OVER PARISH COUNCIL NOTICEBOARD

TAKEN FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH FEBRUARY 2009

Approval of the minutes of the previous meetings and matters arising for information only:

The minutes for the January meeting, having been circulated, were agreed a true record and signed. 

Reports from County and District Councillors:

Cllr Burling reported that he had attended the planning meeting at which the planning application for the siting of the container in Meadow Lane had been refused, the removal of this container will now be enforced. The District Council now have “a vision”. The formal consultation with tenants regarding the transfer of housing stock is going ahead and Cllr Burling would like any concerned residents to contact him. He had also looked into the new Section 106 arrangements and a S106 agreement relating to the new house being built in Long Furlong will be issued soon, he will look into when this new procedure began so we can be sure of no payments being lost in the system. The District Council have voted not to increase expenses. The appeal for the club at the Industrial Estate has been refused.

Cllr Johnstone had submitted a report for the meeting: Council tax will rise by 3.9% this year, it is appreciated that this is above the rate of inflation but for the 15th year running the grant from Government to the County has been reduced. The Swavesey Neighbourhood panel meeting will be held at Willingham School next Tuesday. Due to limited supplies there is now very little grit left so gritting will be limited to “A” and major “B” roads including fen roads which run adjacent to rivers and those roads near hospitals. It is hoped that one route out of Over will be gritted but this has not been confirmed as yet. The gritting lorries have carried out twice as many runs this year as last. County Councillors have also voted not to increase their expenses.  

Planning:

S/2083/09/F-Extension at 34 Cox’s End-amended plans-re-positioning of rear extension-for information only.

Permissions granted by the District Council-replacement roof at Dockerill Farm, erection of 12 industrial units at Norman Way, an extension at 34 Cox’s End and consent for tree works at 5 Papworths Close. The Council have refused planning permission for the siting of the container in Meadow Lane. We have received notification of the appeal decision regarding 16a Norman Way. This appeal has been dismissed. Land at Chapmans Way-no progress as yet, the meeting with Mr Morris not having been arranged.

Certificate of Lawful proposed use or development at 28 Giffords Way.

The Pavilion, play equipment and Green hedge:

Pavilion-Mr Bridgman has suggested that the units in the Pavilion be moved to facilitate a better use of the space, it was agreed this be done, it may involve the moving of one of the power points. A quote for £350 has also been received to box in the electricity meters, Mrs Hyde proposed this be accepted, seconded by Mrs Bidwell, 7 for, 1 abstention. It was felt that now the Pavilion has been redecorated perhaps the old photos should be displayed there now. We also need to ascertain if any of the electrical items are due for PAT testing. 

Green, Play equipment-Following the risk assessments it was noted that some minor works to the play items was necessary, we will ask Mr Adams if he can attend to these for us. We also need to arrange for the safety surfacing under the swings to be repaired. Some infilling around the basketball area is needed and the goals need painting. The benches on the Green and around the village need re-varnishing and slats replacing. The bench on the corner of the Green by the phone box needs re-concreting and has been removed pending this. Mr Bridgman will be spraying the Green and Giffords Way for weeds in the next few weeks. 

Drainage scheme-We have been given mid April as a provisional date for the drainage works to the Green.  

Hedge-We have received another letter from the Barkers and unfortunately the letter which should have been drafted in response to their previous letter had not been drawn up. We have received quotes for the maintenance of the hedge from Mr Melville. To maintain to a height of 8 foot-top only would be £600 for two cuts pa, to maintain to a height of 5 foot-top only would be £520 for two cuts pa. For one cut it would be £375 and £310 respectively. A quote has also been received from Atlas tree Surgery to cut the hedge in the first instance to the height we wish it to be maintained to. This is for £1,650 plus VAT for the hedge on the Normanhurst side and £850 on the Pavilion side, this work will be carried out by hand as opposed to flailed to ensure the best protection for neighbouring properties. The judgement which found in favour of the Parish Council’s ownership of the hedge has been obtained and this will be copied to Mr & Mrs Barker, it was also noted that, historically the hedge had been maintained until 1979 at a height of 4 foot, although it was felt this would be too low but that a height of 6 foot plus would involve working at height in order to maintain. After some discussion Mrs Hyde proposed we cut the hedge to a height of 5 foot, seconded by Mrs Hardinge, 6 for, 2 abstentions, Mrs Bidwell having signed the declaration of interest book. Mrs Hyde then proposed the quote from Atlas Tree Surgery be accepted, seconded by Mrs Hardinge, 7 for, 1 abstention(Mrs Bidwell). It was agreed we write to all residents adjacent to the Green to inform them this work will now go ahead and also write to Mr & Mrs Barker and enclose a copy of the 1969 judgement.  

Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations:

No amendments or additions were deemed necessary.

Risk Assessments:

Some of the dog bins need tightening and the one in Fen End needs looking at as it has been damaged. The bin in Long Furlong next to the Bus stop needs replacing, this will be addressed. The bin at the Recreation Ground next to the shed is damaged, as it is not used it will be removed. There are some minor issues to be addressed at the play area on the Rec, and we need to look at possibly putting some hardwearing surfacing down at the entrance to the skate park. A couple of boughs at the Pound need removing and also a couple at Hitherford Pond. Mr Henshaw will do this work.

Dog fouling on footpath 1:

This item was requested by Mrs Davis who was not at the meeting and it was agreed this be held over for the next meeting.

Reports from Parish Councillors on other bodies:

Over Town Lands-Are marking up more allotments, they have also agreed to grant some funding to the Scout Group to enable the purchase of new canoes. Mr Drain will present the accounts at the Parish Meeting.

Over Day Centre-Mrs Bidwell had not been able to attend their meeting.

NWIEMA-Nothing to report.

OCA-It was noted they had suffered a break in over New Year. We have also received copies of letters from residents who live in The Doles who have suffered with unsocial behaviour, OCA are trying to deal with this.

Sports Liaison-Nothing to report.

Floodlights-The planning application has not been sent in as yet as the letter of support from the District Council has not been received. Cllr Burling agreed to chase this up.

Parish Plan including acquisition of additional recreation land:

Nothing to report. We await the setting up of the meeting with the District Council planners and legal officers.

Other Correspondence:

HCV petition-Notification that a HCV count will be undertaken later this year.

Request for use of the Green-This is for a Toddle Waddle in April. Mrs Hyde will contact the resident as this may coincide with the drainage works on the Green.

Graffiti removal survey.

Notification of proposed improvements works to byways 21 & 22.

Willingham bypass feasibility study.
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