OVER PARISH COUNCIL NOTICEBOARD

TAKEN FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20TH MAY 2009

Election of Chair and Vice Chair plus assignment of Councillors to serve in other officer roles:

The Chair opened the meeting and called for nominations for Chair. Mrs Hyde proposed Mrs Wayman, seconded by Mr Dollard, Mrs Wayman indicated her willingness to stand, the vote was taken and was unanimous. Mrs Wayman then proposed Mr Henshaw continue to serve as Vice-Chair, Mr Henshaw indicated his willingness to stand and the proposal was seconded by Mrs Hyde, unan. All Councillors were re-appointed to current roles on other bodies and Mrs Hardinge was appointed Councillor responsible for Police Liaison. Following discussions Mr Kimber agreed to set up and maintain a Parish Council e-mail address. 

Signing of declarations of acceptance of office and update of Register of Interests:

Duly signed and updated by those present.

Apologies for absence:

Received from Mrs Davis, Mr Lewis and Cllrs Johnstone and Manning. Present were Mr Dollard, Mr Sutton, Mr Dixon, Mr Kimber, Mrs Bidwell, Mrs Hardinge, Mrs Hyde, Mr Henshaw and Mrs Wayman.

Approval of the minutes of the previous meetings and matters arising for information only:

The minutes for the April meeting, having been circulated, were agreed a true record and signed. We await a progress report from the solicitors regarding the Green encroachment issues. Mr Clark has managed to recruit someone to do the litter picking at the Recreation ground and the new litter pickers have arrived.  

Review of Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting and Proposals regarding speed reduction measures:

The mobile post office will start operating on 22 June, from 9.30-12.30 weekdays and will be sited in the lay-by adjacent to the Green. Mrs Wayman urged Councillors to promote this service. We will also make enquiries as to whether the interactive signs can be adapted as suggested by Major Lachlan at the Parish Meeting and what funding resources might be available in respect of road safety and maintenance following the Government’s recent pledge of £3.8m. 

Visit from representatives of Speedwatch:

Representatives were unable to attend. This will be re-scheduled for next month.

Reports from County and District Councillors:

Cllr Burling reported that the District Council has allocated £150,000 to assist businesses during the economic downturn and this will be used to assist with marketing, IT etc. He also reported that there is soon to be a vacancy on the District Council’s standards committee and Parish Councillors can apply for this. There are also some meetings coming up between the District Council and Cambs & P’boro association of local councils relating to training. It was agreed that the village website should have a link to the news page of the District Council’s site. 

Planning:

S/0497/09/F-Extension and new garage to 25 Long Furlong for Andrew Mills. Mr Dollard proposed no recommendation, seconded by Mr Dixon, 8 for, 1 against.

S/0574/09/F-Extensions and two garages at 2 Willingham Road for Mr S Dunn. Mrs Hyde proposed refusal on the grounds that this will impact on the conservation area now the hedge has been cut, the extensions would also result in a significant increase in the run off water as the footprint of the property would be increased by over 100%, and will be out of character with the neighbouring dwelling. Seconded Mr Dollard, unan.

S/0253/09/F-amendment for information only regarding extension at 35 Station Road for Ms Sara Thompson

Notification of District Council decisions to grant permission for an extension at 35 Station Road and alterations to existing access at 5 Long Furlong, to approve details of reserved matters for dwelling at land to the rear of 38 Mill Road and approval of tree works at 12 Overcote Road.

Concern was expressed over the District Council’s granting of permission for the alteration of access at 5 Long Furlong given our comments concerning the ownership of this area of land. Discussions on the merits of pursuing a civil action using precepted funds ensued and Mr Dixon proposed we do not seek an injunction in relation to this matter at this time, seconded by Mr Sutton, 5 for, 1 against and 2 abstentions. We await the progress report from our Solicitor in this matter.

Mr Burling offered to ask Mr Jones, from the District Council’s planning office to come out and address our concerns that we feel our comments do not appear to be given much credence when planning decisions are made.  

Pavilion and Green:

Over the next few weeks the drainage will be monitored and re-dressed where necessary. Mrs Hyde emphasised that, in order to safeguard our grants and satisfy the terms of the guarantees etc only the drainage contractors or Dave Bridgman, working under the instructions of the drainage contractors, can be allowed to do any work in relation to this scheme. The Carnival committee will liaise with Mrs Hyde to ascertain where vehicles can be allowed access. 

Reports from Parish Council representatives on other bodies:

OCA-The fun day is scheduled for 13th June and Councillors have all received invitations to this.

Standards Board hearing re District Councillor’s conduct:

Several Parish Councillors reported that they had received comments from quite a lot of parishioners regarding this matter. Mrs Wayman gave a brief summary of the circumstances surrounding the hearing for those who were not fully aware of this. Following this Mr Sutton asked Cllr Burling to clarify whether as a matter of course planning applications which attract objections go before a full planning meeting, Cllr Burling stated that it appears this is not always the case but if a District Councillor requests an application be considered by the planning committee then this is more likely. Some Councillors expressed dissatisfaction with the standards board’s findings and at this stage Cllr Burling advised caution in our discussions of this matter. Mr Dixon stated that he had no desire to be party to discussions in relation to the conduct of Cllr Corney or the merits of the standards board.   

Land Registry investigation regarding Parish Council owned Land: Nothing to report.

Other Correspondence:

Information regarding possible grant funding sources-play pathfinder project.

District Council-Information regarding a forthcoming Parish Council member vacancy on the SDCD Standards Committee together with newsletter also information regarding SCDC Comprehensive Equalities policy 2009-12.

County Council-Inform us that bollards will be erected where bridleway 29 meets Longstanton Road to try to prevent fly tipping and unauthorised vehicular access. Yesteryear Road Run-Inform us that their event was a great success and look forward to being able to meet with us to discuss use of the Green and parking provisions for next year-25th April.

Police PCSO-Would like to meet up with Councillors prior to the June meeting. Mrs Hardinge to contact the PCSO.

Swavesey Steam Rally-We have received notes from the recent meeting with the South Cambs safety advisory group.

Overcote Road-The Scout group has asked if anything could be done about the roadway at Overcote, it had been suggested that if planings could be acquired some Scouts could spread these, it was noted that in light of public liability this could present some issues and was not advised, they will contact our County Councillor to see if anything can be done.
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