OVER PARISH COUNCIL NOTICEBOARD

TAKEN FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 22ND APRIL 2009

Inspection of the Green, Pavilion and Recreation area:

It was noted that it may be beneficial for the installation of extractor fans in the changing rooms to alleviate the moisture problems here. Some sealant needs to be applied in the “away” changing room. Some window frames and surrounds need attention and there are various rotten fascias at the front of the Pavilion. The new trees need some attention. The Doles Green Lane hedge needs some infill planting. It was also noted that there are some encroachment issues around the Green. The litter bin at the corner of the rec adjacent to the Doles still has to be removed.

Approval of the minutes of the previous meetings and matters arising for information only:

The minutes for the March meeting, having been circulated, were agreed a true record and signed.

Reports from County and District Councillors:

Cllr Burling reported that the new PCSO is very keen to meet Councillors, she has held a surgery in the Community Centre but unfortunately this was not well attended, we will contact her to invite her to our next meeting. He had also been contacted by some Parishioners who were disappointed the Yesteryear road run did not stop at the Green this year, he had informed them of the reasons they were unable to use the Green and a letter to be inserted into the Over News explaining this was read and Mrs Bidwell proposed this be published, seconded Mrs Hyde, 5 for, 1 against, 1 abstention. Cllr Burling also reported that some parishioners had contacted him with concerns about “mini” bikes using the Fen area, this is a problem and he police can confiscate these bikes. There is some fly tipping around the Industrial estate and the guided busway works area, Cllr Johnstone will see what can be done to limit access to this area. The recent “Scrutiny” meeting at the Community Centre had not been very well attended, it was noted that perhaps the terminology had put people off attending this. Cllr Burling will report back on this.

Mr Dollard welcomed Cllr Johnstone back to the meetings, following her enforced absence due to ill health, this was echoed by other Councillors. Cllr Johnstone reported that following the recent announcement of possible introduction of a 20mph speed limit in certain areas, the County Council are awaiting parishes to bid for these. The next Police neighbourhood panel meeting will be at Swavesey Village College on 19th May at 7.30. A liaison forum meeting will be held on 5th May at St Ives Town Hall where representatives from Whippet coaches will be in attendance. Four artists have been commissioned to undertake artwork for the guided busway, each parish along the guideway will have a brick plinth which they will be asked to make suggestions of how these should be designed to represent their parish. Mr Sutton noted that the hedges in Willingham Road and Mill Road need cutting. Cllr Johnstone also reported that the County will soon be cutting the cycleway to Swavesey they will ensure they also clear the arisings.

Pharmacy application:

Mrs Bidwell asked if this matter could be addressed whilst Cllr Johnstone was still in attendance, the Chair granted this request. Mrs Bidwell reported that following appeal this application has been granted, provided the applicant can secure premises to operate from within the next six months. Unfortunately the Parish Council were not given the opportunity to comment at the appeal stage so were unable to make any further representations, Cllr Johnstone stated that she too had not been consulted and had not been able to comment at this stage either. CALC have advised against the Parish Council setting up a pressure group on behalf of the Surgery as this would not be an appropriate action for the Parish Council, it would also result in a councillors having a prejudicial interest should the matter be referred for consultation in the future. It appears therefore that there is no further course of action available for the Parish Council at present in relation to this matter. Cllr Johnstone left the meeting at this point.

Planning:

S/0316/09/RM-approval of appearance, landscaping and scale for erection of dwelling to rear of 38 Mill Road for C E Developments. Mrs Wayman proposed we make a “no recommendation” comment, seconded by Mr Henshaw, 7 for, Mr Sutton abstaining as he had signed the declaration of interest book.

S/0279/09/F-alterations to existing access at 5 Long Furlong for Mr J Morris. Once again the issue of land ownership was raised and Mr Dixon proposed a recommendation of “refusal” on the grounds that the appropriate notices had not been served on the landowners. Seconded by Mrs Hyde, 7 for, Mrs Bidwell abstaining having signed the declaration of interest book.

S/0300/09/F-Extension to 26 Chapmans Way for Mr & Mrs Anthony. Mr Henshaw proposed we recommend “approval”, seconded by Mr Sutton, 6 for, 2 abstentions.

S/0476/09/F-First floor front extension at 4 Meadow Lane for Mr & Mrs Jenkinson. Mrs Wayman proposed we make a “no recommendation” comment, seconded by Mrs Hyde, unan.

C/11/17/076/12-tree works at Porters Farm for Mr Poole. No comments.

District Council notification of refusal of planning application for an extension at 49 High Street.

Report from recent meeting regarding S106 in relation to Northstowe

Pavilion, benches and Green Hedge:

The project manager had reported that the job was progressing well. Some minor maintenance issues were noted and Mr Bridgman will be instructed to obtain the soil and other items he needs. It was also agreed he decide how best to renovate the goalposts. Now the hedge has been cut some encroachment issues have come to light. Following some discussion Mrs Bidwell proposed we write initially to the residents in question and follow this up with a solicitors letter if necessary, seconded by Mr Dollard, 2 for, 5 against, 1 abstention. Mr Dixon proposed we instruct solicitors in this matter, seconded by Mrs Hyde, 6 for, 2 abstentions. Mr Dixon also proposed we instruct solicitors in the matter of the tongue of land which is part of the Green and which the County Council are claiming ownership of. Seconded by Mrs Wayman, unan. We will need to highlight we are acting as trustees to the Green Charity in this matter.  Mrs Hyde proposed we also instruct the solicitor to advise in relation to the strip of land where the pear trees are sited in Chapman’s Way, seconded by Mrs Wayman, 6 for, 1 against, 1 abstention. A letter of instruction will be drafted in relation to these matters and we will ensure these are itemised. 

Land Registry investigation regarding Parish Council owned Land:
We will need to draw up a map of the land we own and can then make an appointment to visit the land registry to make a search of the index map, there will however be a block fee for this although we do not know how much as yet.

Reports from Parish Council representatives on other bodies:

OCA-The litter picker who picks at the centre has had a knee replacement and no-one has been able to cover this, the litter pickers will be advertising for more members in the Over News. The Centre has had an assessment by the Environmental Health department and has been awarded five stars. The AGM will be held on 29th June at 8pm.

Sports Liaison-The floodlight planning application has been submitted and the Centre have paid for this. Funding options for the floodlighting are being explored.

Over Town Lands-Several more allotments are being marked out.

NWIEMA-Some rumours that Mr Page is applying for planning permission for another type of adult club at the Industrial estate, Cllr Burling confirmed no such application has been received and enforcement officers have visited the unit. 

ODC-Various fundraising events have been planned and will be advertised in the Over News.

Parish Plan:

Nothing to report.

Other Correspondence:

Information regarding the Swavesey Steam Rally.

Magpas request funding donation. Mr Henshaw proposed we carry on only giving to local charities, seconded by Mr Sutton. 7 for, 1 against.

Letter from residents at 46 The Lanes concerning one of the trees on the strip of land in front of their dwelling. Mrs Wayman will contact Mr Pickering at the County Council in relation to this.
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