
OVER PARISH COUNCIL NOTICEBOARD

TAKEN FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22ND JUNE 2010

Signing of declarations of acceptance of office and update of Register of Interests:

Duly completed by Mr Kimber and Ms Lovett.

Approval of the minutes of the previous meetings and matters arising for information only:

The minutes for the May meeting, having been circulated, were agreed a true record and signed. Matters arising-tell tale for Pavilion Mr Lewis is having difficulties locating a supplier but will continue looking. Street naming off High Street-The District Council are responsible for naming and have received only the recommendation from us, the developer will be responsible for the erection and maintenance of the sign itself. The letter regarding the pharmacy applications was submitted and having received further correspondence from the NHS do we wish to comment further in response to the comments made by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Local Pharmaceutical Committee which appeared to contain some inaccuracies. Mrs Bidwell will look into this and draft a suitable response-she will email this to all Councillors. 

Clerk’s resignation: 

Mrs Hyde reported that due to the Clerk’s daughter having sent an email to Ms Lovett, the Clerk had offered her resignation to Mrs Wayman. Mrs Bidwell proposed a vote of confidence in the Clerk and Mrs Bridgman asked if the resignation had to be accepted, Mrs Hyde stated that it did not. Ms Lovett stated that the Clerk had tendered her resignation as she felt her position had been compromised and, as she saw it, nothing had changed. Ms Lovett felt that her own reputation and motivation had been called into question by the comments set out in the correspondence, and felt that the comments could not be those of the Clerk’s daughter as they were not acquainted. She also noted that in respect to the election costs, the Council should have reserves set up to meet this type of expenditure. Mrs Hyde assured Ms Lovett that funds were indeed available for unexpected expenditure and that, should there have been a contested election, the Councillors had agreed to the additional cost of poll cards so that all residents could make their views known as easily as possible. This however became irrelevant as, in the end, the election was uncontested. With regard to the content of the email, Mrs Hyde stated that it had been compiled by an articulate 14 year old child, and, at this age children do formulate their own opinions, albeit maybe rather naïve. She felt that it was unfortunate but that the Clerk could not be held responsible for this and it had no bearing on the ability of the Clerk to perform her job. At this point Mrs Hyde called for opinions from other Councillors and all expressed support for the Clerk. Mrs Bridgman noted that the email was in fact a private exchange between two individuals. Mr Dixon asked Ms Lovett why she thought the Clerk should resign, Ms Lovett responded that the Clerk had obviously discussed Parish Council matters at home in front of her family and therefore her position had been compromised. Mrs Hyde stated that, as she saw it, the Clerk had done what she thought was the right thing to do by offering her resignation. Mr Dixon then asked Ms Lovett why an email sent to her from the Clerk’s daughter reflected on the Clerk’s competence to carry out her role. Mrs Bridgman proposed that the Parish Council refuse to accept the Clerk’s resignation, seconded by Mrs Bidwell. 8 for, 1 against. Mr Dixon asked if the Clerk was happy to withdraw her resignation and Mrs Hardinge suggested that perhaps she would like a little time to consider the matter.

Public Participation:
Two members of the public were in attendance but informed the Chair that they were merely there to observe.

Reports from County and District Councillors and Police CSO:

Cllr Johnstone had sent the following report which was read to Councillors:

First councillors may be aware that the government announced last week that the Public Inquiry into the A14 upgrade has been suspended pending the Comprehensive Spending Review (the results of which will be announced in the autumn); today a further announcement was that the upgrade has been postponed - again pending the CSR. My personal view is that a scheme whose costs have almost trebled, from £500m to £1.3bn must be seriously questioned in the current economic climate. The main issue will be the effect on Northstowe and at present she does not have any information about this.

Second, the County Council has received details of the cuts to its grant for the rest of this year. The cut to revenue is £2.9m and capital of £2.4m - all of the capital is from the transport block. The Cabinet is now looking at how to implement these cuts. However, in addition there are cuts to other budgets that are delivered via the County Council - for example, the economic participation grant, as well as a number of others. The Homes and Communities Agency is facing big cuts to their budget and their future is in doubt. Since they are responsible for delivery of Northstowe, this is another issue where the Council is looking for some certainty.
Finally, the Constabulary is also not immune from cuts and we are currently considering how to deliver a reduction of £1.2m on the current budget (She also chairs the Finance and Resources Committee at the Police Authority).

In addition to this report she has also, once again, reported the parking issues and the state of the road resulting from the development in the high Street, the Police are aware of this and encourage people to call 0345 456456 to report any vehicular obstructions.

 
Planning:
S/0765/10/F-Extension at 8 Kirby’s Close for Mr P Lewis. Mr Lewis declared an interest, signed the declaration of interest book and left the meeting. Mrs Hardinge proposed “no recommendation” seconded by Mrs Bridgman. 8 for, Mr Lewis not being eligible to vote. Mr Lewis was invited to re-join the meeting.

S/0779/10/F-Extension at 1 Pippin Close for Mr J Brown. Mr Dixon proposed “no recommendation” seconded by Mr Kimber. 8 for, 1 against.

S/0838/10/F-Extensions at 42 Fen End for Mr Kirk. Mrs Hardinge proposed “no recommendation” seconded by Mrs Bidwell, 8 for, 1 abstention.

S/0802/10/F-Conservatory at 115 Cox’s End for Mr & Mrs Pintus. Mr Lewis proposed approval, seconded by Mr Sutton, 8 for, 1 abstention.

S/0939/10/F-Part change of use from B1/warehouse /industrial to A1/retail at unit 11 Norman Way for A R Aspinall & Sons. Mr Lewis proposed approval, there was no seconder for this proposal. Mr Sutton proposed “no recommendation”, there was no seconder for this proposal. Mrs Bidwell proposed refusal on the grounds that this would result in increased vehicular traffic through the Village, especially HCVs. She expressed concern over the hours of business with regard especially to Saturday opening and that the sewerage infrastructure is already causing problems and any additional use would result in severe problems. At this point Mr Dixon reported that the sewage system had blocked up this afternoon. Proposal seconded by Mrs Hyde, 5 for, 1 against, 3 abstentions. 

The District Council have granted permission for an extension at 6 Unwins Lane, for the erection of two dwellings on land to rear of 27 & 2*9 West Street, for an extension at 24 Queens Close and for a polytunnel in Over pit. We also have a certificate of lawful proposed use re 30 Station Road. 

Pavilion including quote for repairs:

We have received a quote from Mr Adams for repairs to the Pavilion as identified during our annual inspection in April. This totals £1,720. Mrs Hyde proposed this quote be accepted, seconded by Mr Lewis, unan. We will inform Mr Adams accordingly.

Doles Green Lane Maintenance & P3:

CCC are looking to remove all stiles as they effectively prohibit a large proportion of legitimate users from accessing paths. They will be removing the stile adjacent to Beechcroft/Hawcroft Farm and would like to remove the one the other end of this path. 

Green and Play equipment-including RoSPA report, Carnival issues, encroachment issues and quote for safety surfacing renewal,:

RoSPA Report-We have now received the RoSPA report and there are various minor repairs which need carrying out, we will ask Mr Bridgman and Mr Adams to address these. RoSPA have also noted that the surfacing area around the log cabin and slide is now insufficient, they have flagged this as “low risk” and recommend “monitoring this as part of our risk assessment process”. There are various issues arising regarding the skate park and we will contact Cambridge City Council with a view to getting a quote to rectify these. Mrs Hyde will contact them and also inform the Centre manager of what needs doing so he can liaise with them on site. There has been an incident of vandalism to the fencing at the play area, we will ask Mr Bridgman if he can replace this. 

Carnival-The Carnival Committee have sent us details of the proposed policing arrangements for the Carnival. 

Safety Surfacing-We have ascertained that the Public Open Space contribution can be used to help fund this. The area under the swings is deteriorating quite badly now, the quotes for the two areas are: £2,127 and £1,785 although if we have the two areas done together we have been offered a discount, the total if done together would be £3,562. Mr Lewis proposed we accept this quote for the both areas together, seconded by Mr Kimber, unan.

Review of Financial Regulations and Standing Orders:

Copies of both these documents had been circulated to all Councillors. Mrs Hyde explained that, following our adoption of the new “Public Participation” procedure we now need to amend our Standing Orders to reflect this. Ms Lovett pointed out that she had never been against the Pubic Participation but what she had sought was in addition to this. 

Reports from Parish Council representatives on other bodies:

Over Day Centre-Fundraising is going very well. The AGM has recently been held.

NWIEMA-There is a new hot food vendor operating on the site, without planning permission. As noted earlier in the meeting the drains had backed up earlier this afternoon and this was causing major problems for neighbouring residents.

OCA-AGM had been held but there had been a lack of volunteers to serve as Trustees on the Committee, it was noted that it was a shame that, with all the sports and other user groups who benefit from the Centre, there is such a lack of willing volunteers.

Parish Plan: Nothing to report.
Other Correspondence:

SCDC-Information re removal/adoption of telephone kiosks and Community Pride and Village Hero awards. It was felt that it would be difficult to pick out any one individual to nominate for such an award as there are so many volunteers doing so much good work in the community.

Invitation to view flood management plan-at EA headquarters at Brampton.

Ballot form for election of Parish Council member to the Standards Committee. It was agreed we should not participate in this ballot as we have no knowledge of either candidate.
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