OVER PARISH COUNCIL NOTICEBOARD

TAKEN FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 28TH JULY 2009

Approval of the minutes of the previous meetings and matters arising for information only:

The minutes for the July planning meeting, having been circulated, were agreed a true record and signed. The drains under the Green coped extremely well following the Carnival and do not seem to have suffered any damage.

Reports from County and District Councillors: 

Cllr Burling reported that the District Council would find it helpful if we had a point of contact on e-mail, this is being addressed. He also passed on contact details for Chris Skinner, an expert on compulsory purchase, who is based at Gt Yarmouth Borough Council. He outlined the recent problems with the drainage at the Camstead Homes site. He and Cllr Corney had managed to obtain a stop order to ensure the contractors did not proceed with the drainage work which deviated from that set out in the approved planning application. This has now been remedied and will follow the correct route. Mrs Wayman asked if he could ascertain whether there are any other changes planned and try to ensure we are informed of these, she also queried whether the large tree on site which was to be retained is now to be taken down, Cllr Burling will consult with the tree and landscape officer at the District Council. He passed a copy of the Highway Maintenance Leaflet and Parish Council monthly update on planning issues to the Clerk.

Cllr Johnstone had forwarded a query from residents in Overcote Road asking if double yellow lines could be painted on the corner of High St/Overcote Rd, the County Council has no funds to pay for this. Councillors opinions were that this parking was in contravention of the Highway Code and should be referred to the Police in the first instance, we will pass this onto our PCSO.

Co-option of Councillor:

We have received applications for consideration from three candidates, Brian Burling, Sheena Bridgman and Jane Lovett. A ballot was conducted and Sheena Bridgman received a majority vote, she will therefore be invited to join Council and we will inform the District Council accordingly.

Planning:

The District Council have granted planning permission for the following: demolition and re-location of front boundary wall and gates at 58 High Street, extensions at 12 Websters Way, re-build of garage in different position at 20 High Street and extension at 16 Giffords Way. They have refused permission for erection of bungalow following demolition of existing cottage at Hill Farm.

Pavilion and Green including play equipment inspection and hedge:

We have received a letter from the resident of 66 Cox’s End in relation to our Solicitor’s letter and also correspondence from Mr Barker. Following discussions it was felt that we should take steps to engage a professional to ascertain the boundary line of the Green.  Mr Henshaw proposed we send the letter from the resident of 66 Cox’s End to our solicitor and also ask him if he can assist us by putting us in touch with a suitably qualified person who can define exactly where the boundary lies, we should also ask him to inform all parties concerned that this is what we are doing and that once we have ascertained where the boundary lies we will contact them to inform them where their fence/property should be moved to. Seconded by Mrs Hyde, 9 for, 1 abstention. Mr Henshaw also suggested that if any Councillors want, they could contact those residents, in person, to inform them of how we are proceeding. The contents of Mr Barker’s letter was discussed and it was noted that several points he raised are matters of public nuisance and should be reported to the Police, we will respond to him accordingly, he had also asked for clarification of the cost of cutting the hedge at its new height, at present this is not known and cannot be ascertained until nearer the time that the work is to be carried out, we will inform him accordingly. Mrs Hyde has studied the play equipment safety inspection report and several minor issues have been highlighted, these will be addressed by Dave Bridgman. A meeting with the organisers of the YesterYear Road Run will be held to discuss arrangements for next year. It looks like we will need to have one more top-up of the Green drainage and we will seek contributions from the sporting groups once the cost of the scheme is finalised. Dave Bridgman has reported that some young people have been using the channels as skid pans, he has a note of their names and Mr Sutton suggested that if any damage is caused, the parents should be approached to finance any remedial work.   

Pear tree area-Chapman’s Way:

Our Solicitor has informed us that this strip of land is owned by the original Chapmans Way developers although they are now in liquidation, he suggests we write to the liquidators and offer to purchase this land for a nominal sum of £1 with each party paying their own legal costs. Following some discussion, Mrs Bidwell proposed we proceed with this purchase enquiry, seconded by Mr Dixon, 9 for, 1 abstention. We will instruct our Solicitor accordingly.

Proposed drainage scheme-Camstead Homes development, off High Street:

This had been covered earlier in the meeting.

Request for consideration regarding possible provision of pedestrian crossing in High Street:

We have received notification from the County Council that they would find it very difficult to justify any funding for such a scheme on safety grounds as the site does not have any record of injury accidents. They also state that visibility is a crucial factor in locating any zebra crossing and there may well be issues with the proximity to the junction and other accesses. We will inform Jane Lovett of this.

Other Correspondence:

Busway Bricks-request for text which we feel would be appropriate for the commemorative wall. It was felt this should be something the Primary school should be involved in, Mr Dollard will respond.

County Council-Position statement in relation to Children’s Centres development in Cambridgeshire, a request for support in helping to provide volunteers to support communities through the current global swine flu outbreak, Guided busway update and HCV pack. Mrs Bidwell will pass the HCV pack onto Major Lachlan.

Campbell Associates letter in response to our recent letter-re proposed extension to recreation ground. They have also furnished us with a copy of a letter they have sent to the District Council. Mr Henshaw proposed we contact Chris Skinner, CPO specialist, and seek his advice but that we should not respond to these letters until we have contacted Mr Skinner. Seconded by Mrs Hyde, 8 for, 2 abstentions.

FA-Monitoring and evaluation of pitch drainage survey to be completed on line. Mrs Hyde will pass this to Mr Bridgman.
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