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8th February 2011




Over Parish Council


7.30pm 
Minutes

Parish Council Meeting, held at The Town Hall, High Street,  Tuesday 8th February 2011

PRESENT

Mrs H Hyde (Chairman)

Councillors :
Mrs C Bidwell, Mrs S Bridgman, Mr M Dixon, Mrs C Hardinge, Mr T Sutton, Mr G Twiss, Mrs R Wayman

Clerk :
Mrs L Miller

In attendance

Parishioners :
 none

County Councillor:   Mrs S Johnstone

District Councillors:   not present

Police:  PCSO Claire Whiteman

	Item
Power
Action

	1


	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr J Lewis, Ms J Lovett



	2


	TO SIGN & APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING DATED 11th January 2011

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously approved that the Chairman sign the Minutes with one amendment:   Item 12, ‘website’ to be altered to read ‘webpage’.



	2.1
(i)

(ii)

(iii)


	Matters to report from previous minutes (for information)

The Chairman reported that it had been omitted at the last meeting, for the Chairman to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman.  The Clerk had therefore provided a Declaration to the Chairman which had been signed and witnessed on 20th January. 

A letter confirming the grant to the Youth Club had been sent to Mrs Julie Bristow, at CCC.  Mrs Bristow wished to thank the Parish Council for their very generous grant.

Mr Sutton reported that the Townlands Trust believed it could not give a grant to the Youth Club now as its constitution stated that it could not give to a charity if the Parish Council already provides a grant.  This was queried by the Parish Council as both organisations give to the Over Day Centre.  This to be clarified.
	Clerk

	

	3
	Meeting suspended to allow 10 minutes for the public participation forum and for persons declaring prejudicial interest relating to business to be transacted, to address the meeting.

No addresses regarding prejudicial interests were made.  No members of the public were present
Public forum closed in order for the Parish Council meeting to continue.

	

	4
	COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORTS
	
	

	4.1

(i)
	County Cllr Mrs Johnstone reported on:

A Horse Chestnut Tree in Glover St, had been felled by CCC Highways, following complaints about it from residents.  The CCC Trees Officer had spoken with residents and believed the Parish Council had been informed, as he understood a Parish Cllr lived in Glover St (which is not correct). Cllr Mrs Johnstone understood that neither the Parish nor District Council had been informed.  The County Trees Officer has apologised to Cllr Mrs Johnstone for not informing the Parish Council.

The County’s policy is not to replace or plant trees within 5M of a highway.  Cllr Mrs Johnstone had spoken with Mr Kemp, Director of Highways and read out his email reply.  An Officer would be contacting the Parish Council.  It was also noted that another tree had previously been felled at the other end of Glover Street.  Cllr Mrs Johnstone suggested that in light of the Highways policy, perhaps the Parish Council could arrange to replace the two trees?

It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Mr Kemp expressing the Parish Council’s dissatisfaction with the situation, requesting that the trees be replaced and complaining about the lapse of procedure in that the tree was felled without any consultation with relevant authorities.  The Clerk to check if the trees were under Tree Preservation Orders.
	Clerk

	(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)
	The County Council meets next week to set its budget, there will be a zero percent increase in the County’s Council Tax.

The impact of the budget cuts on Over will include the removal of the bus subsidy for the evening No.15 service, which will cease from May.  This will affect three evening bus services to/from Cambridge.  Cllr Mrs Johnstone will ask if the service could be continued until the guided bus starts, so there is no gap in evening service provision.

Willingham Library is on the list of potential review/closures, along with Bar Hill and Cottenham libraries.

Community Car Share Scheme.  Investigations are ongoing with a view to establishing a scheme to cover Willingham, Over, Longstanton and Swavesey.  The Parish Council expressed their support for such a scheme.  Cllr Mrs Johnstone will publish information on the scheme in the Over News.

The next Neighbourhood Panel meeting will take place on 22nd February, 7.30pm at Willingham Primary School.

Northstowe 3+3 Group will meet again on Monday 18th February.  There are also meetings with the Longstanton Heritage Society regarding proposals to retain some of the former Airfield Buildings.


	Cllr J

Cllr J

	4.2
	District Council   No District Council reports presented


	

	4.3

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)
	Police

PCSO Claire Whiteman reported on actions taken following reports of parking problems in the High Street around the junction with the new housing development.  Parking tickets have been issues together with warnings.

Cllrs reported a problem with a Landrover parking in New Road without rear reflectors.

(Mr Dixon left the meeting for a few minutes, to take a telephone call)

A new monthly Police update will be published in the Over News, this will note parking issues raised and report on actions taken.

Annual Parish meeting – Sgt Rogerson will be attending to support the NHW Scheme.

Speeding – The Council requested that speed checks be carried out on New Road and Over/Swavesey Road.  PSCO Claire Whiteman replied that checks could not be carried out on New Road due to the amount of parked vehicles.

Carnival – Discussion held over Policing of the Carnival and ASB issues, however it was agreed that this was a subject that the Carnival Committee needed to discuss with the Police.

The Chairman thanked PCSO Claire Whiteman for attending, Claire then left the meeting.


	

	
	Mr Sutton reported potholes on Overcote Road, together with others around the village.  The County was marking these up for repairs.

Mr Sutton thanked Cllr Mrs Johnstone for arranging the hedge trimming in Unwins Lane. Other areas would be cut in due course.

8.15pm – Cllr Mrs Johnstone left the meeting


	

	5
	CLERK’S CONTRACT INCLUDING WORKING CONDITIONS AND PAY RATE
The working party had met with Mrs Poulter on 20th January to review the Clerk’s role and salary and a report with recommendations had been circulated to all Cllrs.

The following terms were agreed:

· Terms & Conditions – If Mrs Poulter is taken on as Clerk, the T&Cs to include previous service as part of continuous period of service.

· A laptop computer and printer to be provided by the Parish Council for the Clerk’s use.

· A dedicated telephone and broadband connection to the Clerk’s house to be provided for Parish Council use.  Together with a dedicated email address for the Clerk.

· Budget to be provided for Mrs Poulter to attend training courses, as required.

· Budget to be provided for Mrs Poulter to join the Society of Local Council Clerks and to attend branch meetings and workshops as necessary.  Noted that this would help with networking with neighbouring Clerks and Councils.

· An annual appraisal to be set up.

· The benchmark profile for the job to be set within the National Joint Council for Local Government Services Profile LC2, points below substantive range SCP 26-29.


	

	
	Quotations to be obtained for the following, for decisions at the March meeting:

· Laptop computer, printer, telephone and broadband line.

· Purpose built shelving and cupboards for storage of Council documentation, to be provided in the alcoves in the Town Hall.  Permission to be sought from the Townlands Trust to install the storage facilities.

The Chairman proposed that Mrs Poulter be taken back on as Clerk, to be reviewed after three months with a view to a permanent position.  A Contract of Employment to be drawn up with a start date of 1st April 2011.  Seconded by Mrs Bridgman.  Proposal carried with 7 in favour, 1 abstention.


	

	6
	PLANNING
	
	

	6.1
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
	Applications
Ref: S/2059/10 – Flack & Chapman, land at Haden Way, Willingham.  Change of use of agricultural building to B1 use.  The Chairman proposed refusal consistent with objections raised to the previous application ref: S/1699/09/F:

· The application would constitute industrialisation of a rural area and would introduce industrial traffic into a residential area.  This would mean additional traffic at the already hazardous junction with Willingham Road. 

· The Parish Council considers the applicant should be applying for B8 use, for distribution and storage, as described in the application notes.  However the present application is only for B1 use.  Previous applications have been for B1, B2 and B8 use.

· The closest residential dwelling is 35M away and the Council considers noise generated from unloading/loading of sheet metal would cause undue nuisance.

Mrs Wayman seconded and the proposal was carried unanimously.

Ref: S/2218/10/F – 51 Fen End, Mr & Mrs Parker.  Erection of garage/car port.

Mr Dixon proposed approval, Mr Sutton seconded, vote recorded 6 against, proposal not carried.

The Chairman proposed no recommendation, seconded and unanimously approved.

Ref: S/2278/10/F – 20 New Road.  Mrs C Bidwell.  Two storey side extension.

Mrs Bidwell declared prejudicial interest, as the applicant.

Mrs Wayman declared prejudicial interest, as a close friend of Mrs Bidwell.

Both Councillors withdrew from the meeting.

Mr Twiss proposed no recommendation, Chairman seconded, vote recorded 3 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention.  Proposal carried.

Mrs Bidwell and Mrs Wayman returned to the meeting.

Application for 14 Fen End withdrawn.


	

	6.2
	Permissions
Ref: S/0390/10 - Environment Agency – new pump and associated pipework at land to south of Overcote Road fishing lakes

Ref: S/1972/10 – 30 Meadow Lane, extensions.

Ref: S/1451/10 - 42 Fen End, 2-storey rear extension.


	

	6.3
	Refusals  -  None received
	
	

	6.4
	Appeals – None received

	

	7
	FINANCE
	
	

	7.1
	To approve payment of outstanding accounts
It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices as listed:

Swavesey Parish Council – Clerk’s hours
£165.75

L Poulter, Clerk – sick pay owed
£381.42

Eon – Pavilion electricity (D/D)
£109.36

David Bridgman – Green/Pavilion
£299.80

D Adams – bin emptying
£127.00

Streetlighting costs
£365.94


	
	

	7.2
	Receipts

Crusaders, for use of the Pavilion    £60.00


	

	8
	OVERCOTE

Risk assessment completed by Mr Sutton.  Glass bottles are a big concern and must be cleared before the spring when farm machinery is used in the fields.  Suggested that SCDC is contacted to ask about Probation Service help in clearing the area.

Also requested if a designated litter bin area could be identified.  The Chairman to discuss this with Mr Bridgman.

With regard to rubbish, the Clerk reported that SCDC had identified where rubbish strewn across the highway verges along Gravel Bridge Road during early January had come from – an address in Over – and will prosecute.  The Clerk also reported that since then, rubbish appearing on the verges in Buckingway Rd, Swavesey has stopped.

Also reported that volunteer litter clearers in both Over and Swavesey report additional litter after blue wheelie bin collections, as items spill from the bins when being emptied.  Clerk to contact SCDC about this.  Also about missing caddies and battery bags.


	Clerk

Clerk

	9
	GLOVER STREET TREES    Item discussed earlier in the Agenda.


	

	10

10.1
	GREEN INCLUDING ENCROACHMENT AND CHARGING STRUCTURE

Charging Structure

It was noted that the football clubs are no longer parking on the green.

The fees for the use of the pavilion and associated costs for the green were reviewed and the new charging structure was approved as follows, to take effect from the start of the 2011 football season:

Over user groups
- adults
£40.00


- youth
£15.00

Neighbouring village groups
- adults
£60.00


- youth
£30.00

Pavilion as a meeting space

£5.00 per hour

Letter to be sent to all user groups informing them of the new charging structure.

The Chairman reported that Mr Bridgman had obtained a quote of £350 for the verti-draining to both the community centre field and recreation green.  Therefore at a cost of £175 per organisation.  Quote approved unanimously.


	1
	Clerk

	10.2
	Encroachment

Mr Twiss was thanked for his work in researching the issues and for the detailed report circulated prior to the meeting.  Mr Twiss summarised his findings.

The Chairman and Mr Twiss recommended that Leeds Day Solicitors be asked to cease work on both issues – the Licence Agreement and encroachment work.  Agreed unanimously.

The Chairman reported that she had contacted Thomson, Webb & Corfield (TWC) solicitors, who had given initial advice free of charge, which the Chairman reported on.

Following much discussion it was agreed that there were two options to pursue, as follows, and a letter will be sent to TWC asking for their advice on both options:

If the ditch is no longer required for drainage of water from the green, then it could be completely filled in and

1. the land given to the neighbouring residents, with the caveat that it is their responsibility to maintain the side of the hedge which forms the boundary of their property.  The Parish Council would maintain the side that is the Recreation Green boundary and the top of the hedge.

2. the ownership of the land retained by the Parish Council, with a licence in place with each resident where the land crosses their land, for them to use the land as part of their garden but that the Parish Council has a right to cross their land in order to maintain the hedge.

Noted that the registered charity for the Recreation Green, was still showing outstanding account submissions on the Charity Commission website.  A nil return for 2006 is due.
	Clerk

	11
	WEBSITE  No items to report this month.  Work is still progressing. 


	

	12
	RISK ASSESSMENTS

Reports received from Cllrs who had completed the Risk Assessments.  Items to note:

· Benches on the play area and recreation green had a lot of rot in them, prices to be obtained for replacements.

· Maintenance list to be passed to Mr Bridgeman and Mr Adams.

· Willow tree in Unwins Lane needs cutting back.

· Maintenance work also required to trees on Pear Tree Strip, Chapmans Way and the old pond site, Mill Road.

Quotes to be obtained from Atlas Tree Surgery for the necessary work.


	Clerk

HH

HH

	13
	NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Mrs Lovett had provided a brief report – progress recruiting co-ordinators was disappointing, however the talk at the Annual Parish Meeting will hopefully help.


	

	14
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENATIVES ON OTHER BODIES

Over Day Centre – financial situation is still good.

Litterpickers – a social event had been held.  The many volunteers around the village were thanked for their time.  A request had been made for more equipment, eg litter pickers and bag hoops.  Purchase of these items was approved.

Also request for additional litter bins at:  By the bench on the far side of the community centre recreation ground; at the other end of the skate park; another bin in the play area.  It was unanimously approved to provide three extra bins.


	2

2
	

	15
	PARISH PLAN   -   No report available


	
	

	16
	GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE
	
	

	(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)
	CCC Highways – invitation to attend a meeting at Swavesey Village College on Weds evening 2nd March, to discuss a County HCV lorry strategy.  Mrs Wayman would attend and also let Mr Edward Lachlan know.

CPALC Bulletin

Clerks & Councils Direct

Chairman reported on the Weekly Bulletin sent by email from the District Council to Parish Councils.  It is informative and a quick way to keep up to date with current issues relating to the District and Parishes.  With Cllrs permission Cllrs email addresses will be given to the District Council, so each Cllrs is notified.

Contact from a resident in Fen End about an overgrown section of hedge near the pond, which is now extremely high and reaching the power lines.  Parish Council believed the Environment Agency was responsible for maintenance, however no work has been carried out there for a number of years.  Quote to be obtained from Atlas Tree Surgery to reduce the height to that of the adjoining hedge.  The farmer, who maintains the adjoining hedge, to then be contacted to ask if he would then assist by keeping the short section of hedge cut along with his own hedge.


	HH

	17
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS AND UPCOMING MEETINGS
	
	

	
	Quotes for tree surgery work

Community Trees

Quotes for additional and replacement benches


	
	

	
	Next meeting dates:

Full Council – 7.30pm Tuesday 8th March 2011
	
	


There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 10.10pm

Signed & dated

Chairman

Powers of Expenditure

1 Open Spaces Act 1906, s10

2 Litter Act 1983, s5&6







