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8TH March 2011




Over Parish Council


7.30pm 
Minutes

Over Parish Council Meeting, held at The Town Hall, High Street, Tuesday 8th March 2011

PRESENT

Mrs H Hyde(Chairman)

Councillors :
Mrs C Bidwell, Mrs S Bridgman, Mrs C Hardinge, Mrs R Wayman,  Mr M Dixon, Mr T Sutton, Mr G Twiss,.

Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance

Parishioners :
 none

County Councillor:  Not present

District Councillors: Mr B Burling

	Item

Action

	1
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Ms Lovett and County Cllr Johnstone.

	2


	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8TH FEBRUARY 2011.

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously approved that the Chairman sign the Minutes.

	2.1

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
	Matters arising from the previous meeting-for information

Youth club funding-Over Town Lands may be able to provide funding for a specific project or equipment, Mrs Hyde will put Malcolm Raby in touch with Julie Bristow.

Blue recycling bins-If residents contact them the District Council will replace any missing caddies.

Verti-draining-The verti-draining of the Green has now been carried out.

Overcote-We are waiting to see if the probation service are able to carry out work in this area.

	3


	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were in attendance.

	

	4
	VISITING SPEAKER-CATHERINE SHILTON FROM CAMBRIDGESHIRE ACRE REGARDING AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The Chairman welcomed Catherine Shilton from Cambridgeshire ACRE to the meeting and invited her to address the meeting. Ms Shilton had prepared some information regarding affordable rural housing and this was handed out to Councillors. Ms Shilton highlighted the issues as to why there is a lack of affordable rural housing, addressing the underlying financial problems faced by prospective householders and looked at the conditions required for eligibility for this type of housing scheme.  She then went on to outline what an exception site is and how a housing needs survey could be carried out and what role the Parish Council would play in this process. Cllr Burling stated that the District Council fully supported a housing needs survey being carried out and it was also noted that this had been highlighted as a need in the recent Parish Plan. The Parish Council would need to compile a letter to be sent out with the survey, which is compiled and sent out by ACRE, and would also be consulted under Section 106 as to who would be eligible for housing under the scheme. This type of development is usually constructed on former agricultural “brown belt” land and is managed by a housing association. Mrs Hyde then proposed we agree to a housing needs survey going ahead, seconded by Mrs Wayman, unan.  Mrs Hyde thanked Ms Shilton who then left the meeting.

	

	5
	COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORTS
	

	5.1


	County Cllr  Johnstone was unable to attend the meeting but had provided information on the following:

Guided Bus update-Dispute with contractors still ongoing.

No. 15 Bus service-She suggests trying to get at least one of the 55 bus services diverted.

Future management of Mere Fen-Due to funding cuts there is no longer any funds available to maintain this area.

Lighting in the Cramp-The provision of lighting had been a requirement of the original planning application on the Camstead homes site but as this had subsequently gone to appeal this condition had been dropped, the County have no funds available to install lights.

Highway Wardens-This is a  new scheme being piloted but it was agreed we do not wish to participate at present.

Report of HCV meeting held on 2nd March-Mrs Wayman had attended this and reported this had been a useful meeting, we await the outcome of this meeting.
	

	5.2

(i)

(ii)
	District Council-Cllr Burling reported that at the recent budget meeting the District Council had agreed to draw on reserves rather than to cut services. They are however proposing to cut the number of call centre staff operating on a Saturday afternoon. 

Blue recycling bins-Cllr Burling reported that the scheme had been very successful so far and offered to arrange for someone from the District Council to come to the annual parish meeting to report on this. Agreed. He can also arrange for visits to the recycling site.
	
	

	6.1

6.2


	POSITION OF CLERK AND RFO
Contract of employment, job descriptions and related policies had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. The contract was duly signed by the Chair and Clerk.

Purchase of office equipment, telephone and broadband facilities. A document setting out various options had been prepared by Mrs Hyde and had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. These were outlined and Mr Twiss suggested we look at a laser printer instead of an ink jet. Mrs Hyde will progress further and proposed we accept these figures, subject to slight variation, seconded by Mrs Bidwell, unan.
	

	7
	TREES AND HEDGES
	

	7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5
	Report on tree felling in Glover Street-The County Council had apologised for not following correct procedures but had felt that this tree was an imminent danger. We will contact them to ensure they do consult us on any further work they deem necessary to these trees. We are looking at the possibility of replacement planting in this area and will contact the County Council to discuss this further.

Discussion of condition of pear trees in Chapman’s Way-The new resident of “Pear tree cottage” has contacted the County Council to ask if the pear trees can be removed. It was noted that these trees are on parish land and are under our ownership, we have informed the County of this and have obtained a quote from Atlas tree surgery for work necessary to the trees in this area, the cost of this is £200 plus VAT and it was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed this be accepted. We will write to the householder of “Pear tree cottage” to inform them that the work will be taking place.

Report on cost of hedge cutting in Fen End-This has been carried out and was agreed under common sense expenditure between meetings-the cost of this will be £180.

Discussion of application to the Woodland Trust for free community hedge plants-Mrs Bridgman has applied for a hedge/tree pack.

Risk assessments-Mrs Hardinge reported that she had identified several trees needing removing at Sandpit Pond and one in Mill Road, quotes for these works had been obtained £100 plus VAT for the removal of the dead chestnut in Mill Road and £300 plus VAT for the removal and tidying of various trees at Sandpit Pond, Mrs Hyde proposed we accept these quotes, seconded by Mrs Bridgman, unan.
	
	

	8
	TO DISCUSS/APPROVE QUOTATIONS FOR NEW BENCHES ON THE RECREATION GROUND

Mrs Hyde had investigated several options including replacement of benches with cheaper 

Softwood, hardwood or recycled composite materials, she will investigate further

and report further at the next meeting. 
	


	9
	PLANNING
	
	

	9.1

(i)

(ii)

(iii)
	Applications
S/0167/11-Erection of dwelling and garage at 1 Mustills Lane for Mr S Baker. Mrs Hyde proposed “refusal” on the basis that access onto the main road at this point would be dangerous and the visibility splay needed here would necessitate the removal of a significant length of ancient hedge which would be detrimental to the character of the street scene in this area. Seconded by Mrs Wayman 7 for, 1 against. 

S/0121/11-Conservatory at 56 Cox’s End for Mr N Fletcher. Mrs Hyde proposed “no recommendation”, seconded by Mr Twiss,  unan

S/0388/11-Erection of single storey extension to front of property, installation of dormer windows in front roofslope and insertion of door in gable end of existing side elevation at 12 Mill Road for Mr R Smart. Mrs Wayman proposed “refusal” on the grounds that this would constitute a disruption to the lineal nature of the existing surrounding dwellings. Seconded by Mrs Hardinge, 4 for, 2 against, 2 abstentions.
	

	9.2

(i)

(ii)
	Permissions
Change of use from warehouse/industrial to builders merchants at 11 Norman Way for Aspinall and Sons

Alterations and extensions to dwelling at 13 The Lanes for Mrs J Carter. Extension of time limited permission.
	

	9.3

9.4
	Refusals  -  None received

Appeals – None received
	
	

	10
	GREEN INCLUDING ENCROACHMENT

The new solicitor has now been instructed and we need to arrange for a meeting with him, several Councillors expressed an interest in attending this and Mrs Hyde will arrange.
	

	11

11.1
	FINANCE-To approve payment of outstanding accounts

It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices and cheques as listed:
Mr D Adams emptying of bins January and February        £120.00 Linda Miller-expenses                                                          £31.00

L Poulter Clerk’s Salary-March                                          £500.50

R S Groundworks-vertidrain                                               £270.00

Swavesey Parish Council                                                   £198.25

L Poulter-January sick pay omitted from January

Meeting                                                                              £381.42                                                                            
	

	12
	WEBSITE-FURTHER UPDATE ON PROGRESS

Mr Twiss reported that there had been no further progress at the moment. Mrs Bridgman suggested that we consider putting a “Parish Council page” in the Over News, we will consider this further following the appointment of the new Council.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	13

(i)

(ii)
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENATIVES ON OTHER BODIES

Over Day Centre-A new manager has been appointed

Neighbourhood Watch-The article in the Over News had generated some interest and Ms Lovett will be meeting with those interested to follow this up.
	

	
	
	

	14
	PARISH PLAN

In accordance with the findings of the Parish Plan we have now set in motion the housing needs survey.
	

	
	
	
	

	15
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
	
	

	(i)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

(v)


	RoSPA inform us that the play areas and skate park will be inspected in April

Clerks and Councils direct


Highway Wardens-the County Council are canvassing our views on the new scheme.

Yesteryear Road Run-will be held on 17th April although this will be the last time the event will be run.

Royal British Legion-Are hoping to have either a bowls or cricket match to celebrate their anniversary, it was agreed that no charge for the use of the Green should be made for this event.
	

	16
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS AND UPCOMING MEETINGS
	
	

	
	Overcote, Green inspection-to be held over until the June meeting, Press and publicity, investment options.
	
	

	
	Next meeting dates:

Full Council – 7.30pm Tuesday  5th April 2011
	
	


There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at  9.50 pm

Signed & dated

Chairman







