LOCAL SPORTS DEVELOPMENT PLAN

One of the recommendations of the Parish Plan was for a Sports Development Plan to be produced for Over. The purpose of a Development Plan is to provide an overview of sports provision in the village, identify gaps in provision, help and support clubs to overcome the challenges they face in achieving their objectives, to identify priorities for action including co-ordinating bids for grant aid where there is a  benefit for more than one club, and bring potential members and sponsors attention to what is available.

The Parish Council has set up a Sports and Recreation Group to prepare the plan inviting all clubs to participate. We are working to a deadline of the end of September to complete the plan. We are all indebted to clubs who have put in much voluntary effort to provide sporting opportunities for our community and we want to help build on that. We will  involve all clubs/groups and the Over Community Association as well as the governing bodies for the various sports and South Cambridge District Council.  As a starting point we shall be writing out to clubs who use the facilities at the Community Centre. We recognise that we may not have a record of your club but if your club does not receive an invitation to contribute, or you believe there is a demand for a sport that is not currently provided for , and you wish to get involved please let me know.

Drainage on The Green is known to be generally poor. The football pitches

and cricket pitch are in high demand. Many games are lost throughout the

season due to waterlogged conditions and it is also likely that playing when

the surface is very wet brings about damage that adversely affects

subsequent games. A Feasibility Study for the provision of improved drainage

has been prepared for the Parish Council. Based on this study's findings the

Parish Council is in the process of applying for grants to help fund the

provision of improved drainage on the green
One of the potential projects emerging from the Parish Plan was the installation of floodlights at the community Centre. As a first step the Group has commissioned a feasibility study including an environmental impact assessment. A project team is being established to take this work forward involving representatives of clubs likely to use the proposed facility and the Over Community Association. If the project is feasible then there will be consultation with residents, in particular those living close to the Community Centre, to involve them in the decision making.

Minutes of the meetings of the  Sports and Recreation Group, and other documentation can be found on the village website www.overvillage.co.uk  

Helen Hyde 

Chairman Sports and Recreation Group.

