Over Sports Colts Development Plan

Aims of the Club

To provide school age children of both genders the opportunity to play football within a structured environment. Also to provide representative teams from the village to take part in Cambridgshire Football Association League and cup competitions. The benefits to the children are to allow children to have fun,  become part of a team, to improve their footballing skills, to learn the rules and sportsmanship of the game, and to enjoy healthy exercise. There is also a social element of belonging to a village club.

Membership

We have members of all ages and genders, starting at under 6 level through to under 15’s. All members are affiliated to Cambs FA and pay an annual subscription accordingly. The number of children that can attend training sessions is only restricted by the number of coaches present but league teams have a minimum and maximum player requirement. No child will be excluded from training sessions for gender, ability or religious reasons. Disabled children will similarly not be excluded. All players that form part of a league team must play a minimum time during each match.

Club Profile

The club is run by committee, elected annually at an AGM. There is a Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer plus an adult representative of each age group team. The club generates income from membership fees, fundraising events, and individual teams are sometimes able to obtain external sponsorship.

Pitches

We currently run 6 teams, 5 of which play in a League. The U15s use the adult pitch at the Community Centre and the U13s the junior pitch. The U11s, U9s, and U8s mini league teams all play at the green. In addition to this the U7s, U8s and U9s use the green for training on Sunday mornings. During the winter months some of our teams switch their training sessions to the all weather surface at the Community Centre in order to help preserve the pitches on the green for match day purposes.

Future Objectives

Our requirements for pitches changes from year to year. This season each team is using a different pitch but with a new U8s team starting and each team moving up a year, this will mean that teams will have to start sharing pitches. It is our desire to have as many teams as possible and therefore whilst pitch sharing is unavoidable we would aim to make this as easy as possible. We would be very interested in the village obtaining new ground which could be used to provide more pitches.

We are continuously looking at keeping the pitches and goals in good condition and would like to express our thanks to Dave Bridgman who does an excellent job. However one of our concerns, and something that we would wish to strive to improve, is the drainage on the green. Our mini league teams enjoy greatly playing their matches on the village green, which is after all the centre of the village. In order to do this there must be an improvement to the drainage. We have suffered the frustration of having a large number of matches postponed following rainfall which has made the green unplayable- for example in January 2008 it was impossible to play any matches at all during the month. This leads to a massive fixture backlog with teams having to play as many as 6 matches in consecutive weeks. At U8 and U9 level this is more frequently than national guidelines recommend whereby teams of this age should play no more than once a fortnight. Indeed, you can see the children are getting very tired by the end of a season.

We would therefore be very interested in supporting any schemes that could provide funding towards drainage improvement on the green.

Other objectives for us would be improving the condition of the pavilion, particularly the toilets. These have caused complaints from visiting teams on several occasions. As part of the League rules we have to provide changing and toilet facilities for opposition teams and it is our wish to be a “good host” providing the sort of facilities that we can be proud of.

Our Future Aims
Our aims for the future is to continue to provide facilities and training for all school age children who wish to participate in organised football. In particular we are keen to carry teams through from U6 level right through to U15 with the hope that all players can develop a love of playing the game. We are also keen on encouraging girls to take up the sport, especially for our younger teams when all can play together as part of a mixed team.

