LOCAL SPORTS DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR OVER VILLAGE

1. INTRODUCTION

This local sports development plan for the village has been undertaken in response to a recommendation in the Parish Plan. The Parish Council supports the provision of adequate facilities for local clubs and set up a Sport and Recreation Group, under the Chairmanship of a Parish Councillor, to undertake writing this plan and involving the Over Community Association and club representatives. An integral part of this plan are the individual club plans, agreed by their various committees,  which underpin this overarching strategy. These plans are appended to this strategic document and demonstrate the commitment, effort and a willingness for the clubs  to work together for the mutual benefit of improving sporting facilities in the village. It also demonstrates an enthusiasm to work with the Parish Council and  the Over Community Association for the same purpose.

The village has a long and proud history of sporting achievement. In the Over Millenium Book it was claimed that ice skating made Over well known all around the world. Some locals say that the sport of ice hockey developed in Canada after Over had played a version of the game against a team from Bluntisham when the fen was flooded and frozen. In 1936 an Over resident, Len Carter, was the British ice skating record holder and international .  Len was also the regional track cycling champion in 1932. The football and cricket teams also have a long and rich history with their players representing national, county and regional teams.  

2. CURRENT PROVISION

There are about 40 groups and clubs active in the village. Some of these are well supported and others less so. These groups meet at venues around the village including the Community Centre, Town Hall, Church/Chapel  halls, and the pavilion on The Green.

 There are two main areas for sport and recreation in the village; The Green and the Recreation Ground. The Green is not common land, it was left to the village as an amenity to be enjoyed, and is managed by the Parish Council. The Recreation Ground was obtained by the Parish Council through Compulsory Purchase Order and is managed by the Over Community Association (OCA) on the Council’s behalf. The Community Centre, which opened in 1999, is situated on the Recreation Ground. 

The Community Centre has a responsibility at the recreation ground to provide a sports and recreation service to the village and now finds itself struggling to meet demand. There is just about room on the recreation ground for a senior and junior football pitch and an artificial cricket wicket. There is no room for a mini football pitch. It is not ideal because the senior football field is at the minimum length set by the FA. The junior football pitch is 1metre short of the recommended width for an under 16 pitch. This pitch is also sometimes used by the Veterans football team. To find space for an artificial cricket pitch means that it needs to be aligned in an east/west direction which is not ideal. If a north/south aligned wicket were to be provided there would only be space for one football pitch. The artificial wicket laid prior to the building of the Community Centre was re-sited to form part of the cricket net practice area by the cricket club. A replacement all weather cricket pitch will be installed in the summer 2008.

The Centre has a skate/bike park and children’s play area outside. Indoor facilities include provision for badminton, table tennis and martial arts. The Green has a small play area and training area for mini soccer.

The Green has a dedicated cricket square with the wickets aligned east/west. The chestnut trees are protected and are now overhanging the football pitch. The trees also provide a screen for the cricketers and helps overcome the sight problems associated with east/west aligned wickets. Unfortunately some of the trees have a disease and will need to be replaced. This will have an adverse impact on the cricketers because the protection against the setting sun will be in their eyes. 

3. IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED

To help meet demand for increased flexibility for sports pitch utilisation  and other recreational activity after daylight hours there is a need for floodlights on the recreation ground. This was an opinion expressed by some villagers in the Parish Plan. However the installation of lights could be prohibitively expensive and there would be some environmental issues to be resolved.  A feasibility study including an environmental impact assessment has therefore been commissioned by the Parish Council.

There was a significant demand in the Parish Plan for improving the Pavilion on the Green. The pavilion was built in the early 1960’s but the design is pre-war. It consists of a main area, two changing rooms with showers, a changing room for officials, a store room and separate male and female toilets. The design is still fit for purpose but over the years has become run down and villagers through the parish plan called for a refurbishment programme. The Parish Council has arranged for complete interior redecoration and repair including the toilets, installing new cupboards in the central area,  and putting protective film on the windows. Plans are in place for purchasing stacking tables and chairs.

The Green is suffering from damaged drainage and as a result it is prone to water logging which results in a higher than expected number of fixture postponements.  The existing drainage system was installed over 30 years ago. The installation was suitable for agricultural purposes but not for sports ground use. It collapsed several years ago.. Many games are lost throughout the season due to waterlogged conditions and it is also likely that playing when the surface is very wet brings about damage that adversely affects subsequent games. A Feasibility Study for the provision of improved drainage has been prepared for the Parish Council. Based on this study's findings the

Parish Council is in the process of applying for grants to help fund the provision of improved drainage on the green

The OCA also manages an all weather facility at the Community Centre. The surface is criticised by users as being unsuitable. The compromise surface to allow Tennis and football serves to satisfy neither! Hockey, touch rugby and netball are also played on the surface.  Nevertheless it remains a well used facility but is now showing unacceptable signs of wear and tear and now needs to be replaced. An application for grant aid has been submitted to the Football foundation and South Cambridgeshire District Council in the spring 2008.

The Parish Plan also highlighted a number of activities villagers wanted which are not currently provided for in Over. The most significant being swimming. The primary school has a small swimming pool but it is unlikely to be made available for unsupervised use. Providing a swimming amenity in the village would be prohibitively expensive as grants would be unlikely particularly as it is understood that a facility would be provided in the proposed development at Northstowe.

Despite the new facility at the recreation ground a survey undertaken by South Cambridgeshire District Council confirmed that, for a village of its size, Over is lacking in sufficient quantity and quality of recreation land. The Parish Plan also identified that villagers overwhelmingly agreed that additional land should be purchased for additional public space such as community woodland, sports facilities and wildlife areas.

4. ACTION PLAN

This is attached. 

Development Plan Appendices

These are live business plan documents and stand alone in their own right. They indicate how important the Sports Development action plan is to the development of each organisation and club. 

A. Over Community Association

B. Over Cricket Club

C. Over Colts Football Club

D. Over Sports Football Club

E. Over Veterans FC

F. Exhibition Golf Society







