SPORTS AND RECREATION ISSUES

The Parish Council led Sports and Recreation Development Group is co-ordinating the delivery of a number of improvements to sports facilities in the village resulting from recommendations in the Over Parish Plan.  

Drainage on the Green

The project will get fully underway on Monday 20th April. There will inevitably be some inconvenience to sports groups but hopefully work will be completed with minimal disruption to the cricket season. With the aid of the Cambridgeshire Cricket Authorities the cricket fixtures affected by the work on the green have been found alternative venues. The optimum time of year to carry out these works is April/May - this allows the ground to recover quickly. Following the initial works there will be further visits from the contractors to reseed and top up soil levels following settling of the surface. In order to minimise the time that the Green is out of action for cricket etc the Parish Council have been advised that all other possible damaging activities on the green must be avoided. With this in mind (and also the fact that the drainage work could have started anytime from 15th April onwards) it is with great reluctance that the Parish Council has not granted permission for the Yesteryear rally to use the Green this year. 

Proposed Floodlights on the Recreation Ground.

The meeting with residents to explain the project and the impact of potential light spillage took place on 12 December 2008. There were no objections.

The application for full planning permission for 8 floodlights was now with South Cambridgeshire District Council and a decision is expected by mid June 2009. This completes the task of the Floodlight Project Team. If, and when, planning permission is received, the work will be taken forward by an Implementation Team led by members of the former project team.

The implementation team will initially be looking at two key areas.

Procurement

Led by Andrew Muggeridge a qualified surveyor. He will be working with Mitech, an Over Vets FC sponsor, to draw up a contract specification for the floodlight installation. Preliminary work is underway now but inviting tenders will not be undertaken before planning permission is received.

Funding

This will be led by Bill Wilson. No grant applications will be entertained by funding bodies prior to receipt of full planning permission. However preliminary work is underway to identify possible funders so that grant applications can be submitted shortly after planning approval. MG Owners Club have offered to fund the cost of one floodlight. The Peoples Millions lottery fund have invited OCA to submit an outline case for funding by 15 May 2009. Only 5 projects can be funded in the Anglia TV  region in 2009. If this project passed the initial sift exercise a more detailed case would be made after planning permission was granted. 

The Over CC also expressed concern that the football goals would be a restriction on when cricket could be played on the recreation ground. Dave Lill will arrange to have the current goals removed prior to a cricket match being played if he is notified beforehand.

A new notice board in the Pavilion has been paid for by the Parish Council. New tables and chairs have also been purchased and delivered to the Pavilion.

Minutes of the meetings of the  Sports and Recreation Group,  Floodlights Project Group, and other documentation can be found on the village website www.overvillage.co.uk  

Helen Hyde 

Chairman Sports and Recreation Group.

